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SOME LESSONS

from Canada’s third party-building
movement (1990s to 2025)

The following is an edited excerpt from Part 3 of
“Sorting Through the Undead: An overview of the (self-
proclaimed) communist formations in Canada” by
Rob LR, Orca Press, 2025. Cover by Viktor Deni, 1930.

Edited and republished by Orca Press
for May Day 2026. orcapress.org

The experiences and summations of our third party-
building movement (1990s-2025) reveal a number of
lessons to us.

I. Watch out, “Leftism” alert!

Middle-class Leftism is not even close to being revo-
lutionary; it's actually reactionary. Postmodernism,
radical-liberalism, identity politics, internet-based
“activism”, decolonial discourse and the like are tools
of the bourgeoisie. They're loved by the powers that
be as radical-sounding but ultimately system-com-
patible modes of thought. These forms of thinking
and doing do not fundamentally threaten capitalism.
Instead, they serve to safely redirect the people's just
rage and rising class consciousness away from soc-
ialist revolution. The historical facts, coupled with our
movement’s experience, proves how Leftism works to
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completely dilute and falsify the real achievements
and strategies of the international working class. All
while rendering near-meaningless the labels of Marxist,
socialist, communist and even Marxist-Leninist-Maoist!

Leftism is propagated through the books, movies, music
and shows of giant media corporations (especially
the “cool” or “alternative” ones); through the psych-
ology, sociology and political economy departments
of the university-corporations; through social media
psyops; through the NGO-complex; and through the
electoral campaigns of “progressive” and reformist
politicians. It’s pushed by the imperialists and their
henchmen in order to sidetrack the people, water
down scientific socialism, and incite trouble within
revolutionary organizations. They use it to effectively
misdirect, disorganize, discredit and destroy us.

In general, in the long run, modern “Leftists” are our
ideological and political opponents, not allies (and
surely not comrades!). In cases where Leftism posi-
tions itself as wholly-reactionary and anticommunist,
it functions as an enemy, straight-up. As a popular
saying goes:

COINTELPRO never ended.



